[Usefulness of contrast echoangiographic diagnosis of congenital tricuspid stenosis].
Congenital tricuspid stenosis is an uncommon congenital anomaly and usually associated with other lesions such as severe pulmonic stenosis or atresia. Sometimes, it is difficult to diagnose this malformation non-invasively, but the differential diagnosis from tricuspid atresia is essential for the surgical considerations. Described here were three patients with congenital tricuspid stenosis who were successfully diagnosed by contrast echoangiography using peripheral venous injection of the contrast medium. Contrast echoes appeared in the right atrium initially and then in the right ventricle through the stenotic tricuspid valve. In conclusion, contrast echoangiography is mandatory in the diagnosis of this entity.